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The Orthodox Understanding of the Old Testament: 

the Gospel According to Scripture 

 

Quote Sheet 

CREATION 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters. 

And God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, one day. And God said, "Let there be a firmament in the 

midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." And God made the firmament and 

separated the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the 

firmament. And it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. And there was evening and there was 

morning, a second day. And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one 

place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 

were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. And God said, "Let the earth put 

forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according 

to its kind, upon the earth." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 

according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. 

And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, a third day. And God said, 

"Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to separate the day from the night; and let them be 

for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the firmament of the heavens 

to give light upon the earth." And it was so. And God made the two great lights, the greater light to rule 

the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also. And God set them in the 

firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there 

was morning, a fourth day. And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 

birds fly above the earth across the firmament of the heavens." So God created the great sea monsters 

and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 

winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, "Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was 

evening and there was morning, a fifth day. And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures 

according to their kinds: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds." And 

it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the cattle according to 

their kinds, and everything that creeps upon the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was 

good. Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them, and God said 
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to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." And God 

said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and 

every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to 

every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, 

I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, 

and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day. (Genesis 1:1-

31 RSV) 

 

THE FALL AND FIRST EXILE 

Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the LORD God had made. He said to 

the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat of any tree of the garden'?" And the woman said to the 

serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; but God said, 'You shall not eat of the 

fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'" But the 

serpent said to the woman, "You will not die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 

wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, and he ate. Then the eyes 

of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 

made themselves aprons. And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool 

of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the 

trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" And he 

said, "I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." 

He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not 

to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and 

I ate." Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The 

serpent beguiled me, and I ate." The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed 

are you above all cattle, and above all wild animals; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat 

all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 

seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel." To the woman he said, "I will greatly 

multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for 

your husband, and he shall rule over you." And to Adam he said, "Because you have listened to the 

voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' 

cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and 

thistles it shall bring forth to you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. In the sweat of your face 

you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to 

dust you shall return." The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 

And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins, and clothed them. Then the LORD 

God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, lest he put 

forth his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever"-- therefore the LORD God 

sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the 

man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned 

every way, to guard the way to the tree of life. (Genesis 3:1-24 RSV) 
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THE CONVENANT AND “RECREATION” THROUGH ABRAHAM 

Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the 

land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name 

great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you I will curse; 

and by you all the families of the earth shall bless themselves." (Genesis 12:1-3 RSV) 

The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, "Lift up your eyes, and look from the place 

where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land which you see I 

will give to you and to your descendants for ever. I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; 

so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your descendants also can be counted. Arise, walk 

through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you." So Abram moved his tent, and 

came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron; and there he built an altar to the LORD. 

(Genesis 13:14-18 RSV) 

 

THE SECOND EXILE AND THEN “RECREATION” WITH ISRAEL (compare also with the Tabernacle 

“recreation” in Exodus 40) 

 Remember the wonderful works that he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, O 

offspring of Abraham his servant, sons of Jacob, his chosen ones! He is the LORD our God; his judgments 

are in all the earth. He is mindful of his covenant for ever, of the word that he commanded, for a 

thousand generations, the covenant which he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac, which 

he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, "To you I will give the 

land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance." When they were few in number, of little account, 

and sojourners in it, wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another people, he allowed 

no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings on their account, saying, "Touch not my anointed ones, do 

my prophets no harm!" When he summoned a famine on the land, and broke every staff of bread, he 

had sent a man ahead of them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave. His feet were hurt with fetters, his neck 

was put in a collar of iron; until what he had said came to pass the word of the LORD tested him. The 

king sent and released him, the ruler of the peoples set him free; he made him lord of his house, and 

ruler of all his possessions, to instruct his princes at his pleasure, and to teach his elders wisdom. Then 

Israel came to Egypt; Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. And the LORD made his people very fruitful, 

and made them stronger than their foes. He turned their hearts to hate his people, to deal craftily with 

his servants. He sent Moses his servant, and Aaron whom he had chosen. They wrought his signs 

among them, and miracles in the land of Ham. ... He smote all the first-born in their land, the first issue 

of all their strength. Then he led forth Israel with silver and gold, and there was none among his tribes 

who stumbled. Egypt was glad when they departed, for dread of them had fallen upon it. He spread a 

cloud for a covering, and fire to give light by night. They asked, and he brought quails, and gave them 

bread from heaven in abundance. He opened the rock, and water gushed forth; it flowed through the 

desert like a river. For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his servant. So he led forth his 

people with joy, his chosen ones with singing. And he gave them the lands of the nations; and they 

took possession of the fruit of the peoples' toil, to the end that they should keep his statutes, and 

observe his laws. Praise the LORD! (Psalm 105:5-27, 36-45 RSV) 
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"And if you obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all his commandments which I 

command you this day, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. And all 

these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God. ... 

"But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his commandments 

and his statutes which I command you this day, then all these curses shall come upon you and 

overtake you. (Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 15 RSV) 

 

THE THIRD EXILE 

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the LORD has spoken: "Sons have I reared and brought up, 

but they have rebelled against me. ... Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, offspring of 

evildoers, sons who deal corruptly! They have forsaken the LORD, they have despised the Holy One of 

Israel, they are utterly estranged. (Isaiah 1:2, 4 RSV) 

Therefore the Lord says, the LORD of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel: "Ah, I will vent my wrath on my 

enemies, and avenge myself on my foes. I will turn my hand against you and will smelt away your dross 

as with lye and remove all your alloy. And I will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as 

at the beginning. Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city." Zion shall be 

redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by righteousness. But rebels and sinners shall be 

destroyed together, and those who forsake the LORD shall be consumed. (Isaiah 1:24-28 RSV) 

The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, 

broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their 

guilt; therefore the inhabitants of the earth are scorched, and few men are left. (Isaiah 24:5-6 RSV) 

 

PROPHECY OF FINAL “RECREATION” THROUGH AN ANOINTED (MESSIAH/CHRIST) FIGURE 

"Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah, (Jeremiah 31:31 RSV) 

Behold, my servant shall prosper, he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. As many were 

astonished at him--his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that 

of the sons of men-- so shall he startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for 

that which has not been told them they shall see, and that which they have not heard they shall 

understand. (Isaiah 52:13-15 RSV) Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of 

the LORD been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry 

ground; he had no form or comeliness that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire 

him. He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one 

from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our 

griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was 

wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 

made us whole, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 

every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he 

was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that 
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before its shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken 

away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken 

for the transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his 

death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of the 

LORD to bruise him; he has put him to grief; when he makes himself an offering for sin, he shall see his 

offspring, he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand; he shall see the fruit 

of the travail of his soul and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make 

many to be accounted righteous; and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide him a portion 

with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out his soul to death, 

and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors. (Isaiah 53:1-12 RSV) 

As I looked, thrones were placed and one that was ancient of days took his seat; his raiment was white 

as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, its wheels were burning 

fire. A stream of fire issued and came forth from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten 

thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened. 

I looked then because of the sound of the great words which the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the 

beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. ... I saw in the night 

visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the 

Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and 

kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. (Daniel 7:9-11, 

13-14 RSV) 

…and say to him, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "Behold, the man whose name is the Branch: for he shall 

grow up in his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD. It is he who shall build the temple of 

the LORD, and shall bear royal honor, and shall sit and rule upon his throne. And there shall be a 

priest by his throne, and peaceful understanding shall be between them both."' (Zechariah 6:12-13 

RSV) 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of fat things, a feast of wine on 

the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wine on the lees well refined. And he will destroy on this 

mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will 

swallow up death for ever, and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of 

his people he will take away from all the earth; for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, 

"Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for 

him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation." (Isaiah 25:6-9 RSV) 

"And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the 

LORD, and to be his servants, every one who keeps the sabbath, and does not profane it, and holds 

fast my covenant-- these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of 

prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be 

called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I 

will gather yet others to him besides those already gathered." (Isaiah 56:6-8 RSV) 

"For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be remembered 

or come into mind. (Isaiah 65:17 RSV) 


